
The Cost Per Kilowatt-Hour of Coal Versus Natural Gas 

According to most analyses, the cost of electric per kilowatt-hour from coal is consistently below that of 

natural gas: 

• https://www.statista.com/statistics/189180/natural-gas-vis-a-vis-coal-prices/  

• https://savethecampbell.com/the-coal-used-in-the-campbell-plant-from-powder-river-basin-is-

significantly-cheaper-even-than-natural-gas/   

ChatGPT gave me the following recent responses: 

 

Here is what it says about the cost comparison in Michigan: 

 

https://www.statista.com/statistics/189180/natural-gas-vis-a-vis-coal-prices/
https://savethecampbell.com/the-coal-used-in-the-campbell-plant-from-powder-river-basin-is-significantly-cheaper-even-than-natural-gas/
https://savethecampbell.com/the-coal-used-in-the-campbell-plant-from-powder-river-basin-is-significantly-cheaper-even-than-natural-gas/


 

 

But this price difference is even more dramatic in winter, as reflected in this ChatGPT response: 

 

It is especially important in winter to have coal generation in the mix because of price and storage issues. 

There is a common sense reason why China and India continue to build coal plants in significant quantity, 

while the West economically languishes under the weight of bad energy policy. 


